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Course Description
Sociology of Aging provides an analytical framework for understanding the interplay 

between human lives and changing social structures. This course is designed to provide 

students with an overview of sociology of aging. Topics covered will include: aging as a 

social process, population aging, theory and research, social inequality and social change, 

the lived environment, family ties, relationships, economic security, social networks and 

social participation in later life, social support and public policy for an aging population, 

health in later life, housing, ageism, elderly rights, and elderly in developing countries.

Text
Sarah Harper. Ageing Societies.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend class regularly and actively participate in class discussions. 

As well, reading assignments are to be completed on time. The reading list and dates of 

assigned readings are attached to this syllabus. Your assignment is to be handed in on the 

date outlined below. Late assignments are penalized at the rate of 5 marks a day. 

NO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE HANDED IN ELECTRONICALLY.
Evaluation



Marks



Due Dates
Mid-term Examination

25%



February 5, 2009


Critical Paper



30%



March 10, 2009

Participation



10%



Throughout the course

Final Examination


35%



Set by the registrar






100%
Examinations

The examinations will incorporate lectures, class discussions, films and assigned readings. 
Participation

Your participation mark is based on your contribution to class discussions. During the class 
you will be given group questions for discussion and your group will compile a report of 
that discussion. Those who participated will sign their name to the report and the report 
will be handed in at the end of the class. 
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ASA Style
American Sociological Association (ASA)

All assignments in the Department of Sociology are to follow the ASA style guide. The 
guide can be accessed on the web. A short version of ASA can be found at: http://www.asanet.org/page.ww?name=Quick+Style+Guide&section=Sociology+Depts.

A more detailed description of ASA can be found at: http://www.asaonline.com/Secure/docs/ASA%20Style%20Guide.pdf
Plagiarism
Plagiarism is unacceptable and subject to various sanctions. Please see the university 
regulations section on academic dishonesty in the Lakehead University Calendar.

Please Note: I do try to answer e-mail in a timely fashion. I do guarantee a response 
during my regularly scheduled office hours. I do not discuss marks through e-mail.

Critical Paper
Canada is a multicultural nation and ethnicity is a consideration for a discussion of elderly people in Canada. For your critical paper you are to chose one ethnic group and examine 

the group in terms of ageing. Your paper is to include both macro and micro level analysis.   Some of the things you might want to consider are: traditional cultural practices of the 

group and whether or not these practices are exercised today, the geographical locale of the group (have they settled in one area?), are there specific institutional arrangements for the 

elderly in the group, what considerations are there within institutions that are designed for 

the elderly, and cultural practices that should be considered. 

You are to use at least 5 academic sources and 3 sources from the popular media (internet, newspaper, or magazines). Include a copy of all your sources when you hand your paper in.

Your paper is to be 6 to 8 pages in length, double-spaced, and 12 font. 

Tentative Reading and Lecture Schedule
Tuesday, January 6
Welcome to Sociology of Aging

Introductions

Course Outline 
Thursday, January 8

Lecture: Ageing Societies

Reading: Chapter 1 

Tuesday, January 13

Lecture: Ageing Societies

Reading: No Reading Assigned
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Thursday, January 15

Lecture: The Dynamics of Population Ageing

Reading: Chapter 2

Tuesday, January 20

Lecture: The Dynamics of Population Ageing

Reading: No reading Assigned 

Thursday, January 22

Lecture: Understanding Age and Ageing

Reading: Chapter 3

Tuesday, January 27

Lecture: Understanding Age and Ageing

Reading: No reading Assigned

Thursday, January 29

Lecture: Retirement from Rest to Reward to Right

Reading: Chapter 4

Tuesday, February 3 

Lecture: Retirement from Rest to Reward to Right

Reading: No Reading Assigned

Thursday, February 5 – Mid-term Examination

Tuesday, February 10 

Lecture: Intergenerational Contract and Social Security

Reading: Chapter 5 

Thursday, February 12

Lecture: Intergenerational Contract and Social Security

Reading: No Reading Assigned

Tuesday, February 17 – Reading Week

Thursday, February 19 – Reading Week

Tuesday, February 24  

Lecture: Changing Families

Reading: Chapter 6
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Thursday, February 26

Lecture: Changing Families

Reading: No Reading Assigned

Tuesday, March 3 

Lecture: Intergenerational Relationships and Family Care

Reading: Chapter 7

Thursday, March 5

Lecture: Intergenerational Relationships and Family Care

Reading: No Reading Assigned 

Tuesday, March 10  

Lecture: Housing

Reading: No Reading Assigned 

Critical Papers are due.

Thursday, March 12

Lecture: Late Life Economic Security in Developing Countries

Reading: Chapter 8

Tuesday, March 17 

Lecture: Health Care  

Reading: No Reading Assigned

Thursday, March 19

Lecture: Supporting Families and Elder Care in Developing Countries

Reading: Chapter 9

Tuesday, March 24 

Lecture: Equal Treatment, Equal Rights: Ending Age Discrimination

Reading: Chapter 10

Thursday, March 26

Lecture: Equal Treatment, Equal Rights: Ending Age Discrimination

Reading: No Reading Assigned

Tuesday, March 31 

Lecture: Mature Societies: Planning for Our Future Selves 

Reading: Chapter 11 

Thursday, April 2
Catch-up Class 
